[Bronchial asthma. Immunologic and biochemical aspects].
Bronchial asthma is a multifactorial condition, both as regards causes of illness and pathogenetic mechanisms. The pathogenetic mechanisms are discussed, starting with the type 1 allergic reaction as an inductor of mediator release from leukocytes in the bronchial mucosa. The article describes the interaction between bronchial smooth muscle contraction, vasodilatation, mucosal edema and increased mucosal secretions, with particular emphasis upon inflammatory changes and epithelial damage. It delineates the role of the nervous system, especially the parasympathetical nervous system, and the non-adrenergic non-cholinergic nervous system in the lung. The possibility of an interaction between mediator release and the parasympathetical nervous system is also discussed.